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Show In HQ 1080p BluRay Free.The previously reported emergence of an SARS-CoV-2 coinfection has led to the

reintroduction of the Nipah virus (NiV) as a neglected pathogen causing severe encephalitis and mortality in the region of India.
**Methods:** We collected clinically suspected patients of SARS-CoV-2 from May to June 2020 with suggestive laboratory

parameters for other respiratory pathogens at our Tertiary Care Hospital. Samples were subjected to an initial molecular
screening for SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid using the Reverse Transcription Loop-mediated Isothermal Amplification (RT-LAMP)

assay, followed by a confirmatory real-time RT-PCR test. Further, screening for NiV nucleic acid was performed in these
samples using an in-house real-time RT-PCR. **Results:** Of 29 suspected SARS-CoV-2-positive patients, 15 (52.7%) were

found to be positive for NiV RNA, of which 6 (20%) tested negative by SARS-CoV-2 RT-PCR (referred to as "false
negatives"). All cases had a history of direct contact with bats (2 cases), milk and water from a cow (2 cases each), leaf juice
from a tamarind tree (1 case), and milk from a buffalo (1 case) along with a history of consuming beef in 11 (73.3%) cases.
Two cases had no contact with these substances. The mean duration of illness was 5 days, and of the six cases with available
data, five were males, and all were farmers. The affected patients showed high fever, conjunctival congestion, diarrhea, low-

grade leukopenia, lymphopenia, thrombocytopenia, and normal liver and renal functions. A majority (73.3%) of the cases had
bilateral patchy infiltrates on chest X-ray. **Conclusion:** The presence of Nipah virus RNA in the throat swabs of SARS-

CoV-2-positive patients is a plausible explanation for the false negative RT-PCR test results. Moreover, the potential for cross-
reaction between the NiV and SARS-CoV-2 reverse-transcription loop-
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