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veterans of the U.S. military think
President Trump’s response to the
violence in Charlottesville was the
wrong one, according to a new poll
released Tuesday. The telephone survey
of 791 veterans found that 57 percent
said the president should have more
forcefully condemned the white
supremacists and neo-Nazis who
marched on the college town of




Charlottesville, Va., in 2017. That
number 1s down from 65 percent who
said the same thing in a New York
Times/Siena College survey released in
August. It’s also down from 67 percent
who said the same thing in a September
NBC/WSIJ poll, which asked the
slightly different question: “In the wake
of what happened in Charlottesville,
would you say the president has done
too much or not enough?” Nineteen
percent of the veterans polled said the
president’s response has been about
right. The latest findings come as




Trump 1s in the midst of his first
overseas trip, traveling to four NATO
allies and two other countries. The
president has at various times slammed
neo-Nazis, the Ku Klux Klan and other
hate groups that helped foment the
violence in Charlottesville, denying
some of their support and downplaying
their significance. "Racism is evil and
those who cause violence in its name
are criminals and thugs," Trump said
during a speech in Ohio on Aug. 12,
when asked about the white
supremacists who participated in the

517



rally. "But, based on their race, they
should be judged by a far higher
standard." His response has been
divisive. Among the results of the new
poll: “A majority of veterans believe
that President Trump has had the right

amount of response to these events,”
said Frank Orlando, 570a42141b
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