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neurologist trained in assessing how brain injuries affect kids, but parents say that's often a bridge too far. As of Jan. 1, independent assessment of concussions will be mandatory in Ontario. But requiring a skilled
neurologist to determine when a player can return to play has become a sticking point for parents. "My son's neurologist is a sports medicine doctor, so he's aware of the risks, but he's not the authority on whether or not a

child should be allowed back," said Bailie, who added that she was hesitant to let her son play again after he had two concussions in two years. Bailie's son had a sports concussion when he was five. Both times he had
headaches for a week before getting better. The headaches began to return this month for the third time in a year, and Bailie said she didn't understand why. When she called her son's doctor, he told her that she needed

to be "crazy" to let her son play again. "Then he said, 'I'd also be crazy to let you go play soccer.'" Other parents are also struggling to cope with the new rules. "We've got a child with epilepsy who in the past couldn't play
in a team sport, but now they're expanding to kids with concussion," said Bailie's husband. The parents are referring to a decision by the Canadian Concussion Coalition to amend the definition of a head injury, making it

more inclusive. Until now, the definition has been inclusive of "traumatic head injury," which includes blows to the head. "The exclusion of concussion was there to ensure that someone with a concussion had a brain
that's working properly and able to get better," said Bailie. Concussions are'much more than just a bump on the head' A 2011 study of 9,000 kids with head injuries found that symptoms of concussion include: confusion,

memory loss, headache, not feeling right, nausea, trouble concentrating, and loss
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