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no better.Efficacy of polyclonal interferon-

beta treatment in patients with chronic
hepatitis C: correlation between hepatitis C

virus genotypes and response rates. The
clinical significance of pretreatment

hepatitis C virus (HCV) genotypes has been
well defined in patients with chronic HCV

infection. However, the significance of
pretreatment genotype in patients

responding to interferon (IFN) therapy has
not been defined. To assess the relation

between viral genotypes and response rates
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in patients with chronic hepatitis C who are
treated with polyclonal IFN. Seventy-four
HCV-infected patients were treated with

polyclonal IFN-alpha2b. The patients were
divided into 3 groups according to

pretreatment HCV-RNA genotypes: HCV-
genotype 1 (n = 26); 2 (n = 17); and 3 (n =

27). Of 74 patients, 59 (80.8%) were treated
for 48 wk. The responders were defined as
patients with a reduction in serum alanine

aminotransferase to normal levels and
sustained viral response (n = 28). To assess

the effect of prior therapy, 35 (47.3%)
patients had previously received IFN and

ribavirin. Of the 24 patients with the
genotype 1 infection, 15 (62.5%) had an

eradication of HCV in the chronic phase (P
The presence of a 4-*O*-methyl-

glucuronide-hexose, an aglycone and an
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acetyl-*O*-hexoside were also detected.
The presence of these metabolites was

observed in the analyzed sample
corresponding to fermentation in the

presence of soluble starch. This finding is
similar to the results of previous studies
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