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of the Invention The present
invention relates to an article
transport apparatus, and more
particularly to an article
transport apparatus that is
suitable for use as a
mechanism for transporting a
sheet during inspection of the
sheet, such as sheets used in
sheets discharged from an
Image forming apparatus, or for
transporting a sheet, such as a

3/8



copy sheet or an original, upon
a treatment, such as an optical
sensor, or a fixing device. 2.
Description of the Related Art
There is known an image
forming apparatus, such as a
copying machine, including a
sheet transport apparatus that
transports a sheet, such as a
copy sheet or an original, by
transporting rollers which are
provided in a secondary
transfer portion and the leading
edge of the sheet is grasped by
the rollers and lifted up and
then conveyed along the
secondary transfer portion by a
lift mechanism. The transport
rollers have a function of
transporting the sheet in a
primary transfer portion to a
secondary transfer portion. In
order to achieve a reduction in
size of a transport roller, there
Is also known a structure in
which the whole of the
transport roller is rotatably
supported on a support
member disposed on a base
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plate of the apparatus, as
disclosed in Japanese
Unexamined Patent Publication
No. H4-306052. On the other
hand, there is known a
structure for lifting sheets from
a sheet conveyance surface,
such as a sheet transport belt,
In @ detachable manner to a
predetermined height by an air
cylinder. In this structure, a
stopper is provided on a side
opposite to the sheet
conveyance surface of the
sheet transport belt, and sheets
are transported in a direction
that is opposite to a direction Iin
which the stopper is located,
l.e., in a direction that is
orthogonal to the sheet
conveyance surface. In the
above-mentioned sheet
transport apparatus, when the
sheet is transported to a
predetermined position in a
sheet conveyance route, the
sheet having been lifted by an
air cylinder is held by the
stopper at
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