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tolerability of this treatment. This was a
prospective and observational study of one
year of treatment with intravenous salbutamol
(IV) used in patients with severe COPD. These
patients were treated at the Outpatient
Services of Departments of Pulmonology of 4
Spanish Hospitals, and 3 in patients outpatient
department (OPD) included in a tertiary
hospital. A total of 60 patients met the
inclusion criteria. Among them, 36 patients
were treated in hospitals included in the OPD,
and 24 in clinics included in the hospitals. The
mean age of the patients was 70.5 (= 10.46)
years, 47% were female and 51% were
smokers. Most frequent comorbidities were
hypertension (59%) and osteoarticular disease
(48%). Mean FEV1 was 1.76 L (= 0.59), and
mean FVC was 2.31 L (£ 0.72). Mean FEV1 %
pred and FVC % pred were 46.54 and 80.56%,
respectively. Mean length of treatment was
8.5 months (x 2.97). The most common cause
of severe COPD was chronic bronchitis (80%)
and asthma (14%), and the median number of
exacerbation of the previous year was 5. The
mean daily dose of salbutamol was 13.75
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mg/d (= 4.98), and the mean number of
administrations per day was 6.45 (= 1.57).
Mean FEV1 in the first week of treatment was
0.97 L(x 0.45), and mean FEV1 in the last
week of treatment was 1.37 L (= 0.48). The
treatment was stopped prematurely by the
physicians in 27.5% of the patients. Side
effects were evaluated as being significant in
39% of patients and moderate in
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